
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 

 

February 9, 2011 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Wednesday, 

February 9, 2011, was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Community 

Room of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 30 

people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe (departed at 9:55 p.m.), Melanie 

Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and 

Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Administration Present: Marsha Wells, Superintendent; Ric Perry, Assistant Superintendent of 

Instruction; and Tom Vance, Community Relations Manager 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked 

if there were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Van Antwerp explained 

guidelines the Board uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Ms. Judi Santek, 7537 Autumn Street, a citizen, addressed the Board urging they focus on the 

District and do the best they can. 

 

Mrs. Deb Polderman, 10180 Lloy Street, a citizen and former Board member, addressed the Board 

urging they work with Superintendent Wells. 

 

Mr. Tom Eddy, 8339 Brookwood, a citizen and former Board member, asked for Trustee 

comments before going into Closed Session. 

  

Mrs. Terri Novaria, 3489 Whistling Lane, a citizen, shared support for the Board and District and 

urged a resolution for the benefit of students. 

 

President Hollenbeck informed the audience the Board will go into Closed Session for a 

continuation of their discussion from Monday and opened the floor for Trustee comments. 

 

Mr. Howe thanked the community for all the input the Board has received. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys acknowledged the Board has received a large volume of community contact and those 

comments are appreciated. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
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Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education 

move into closed session for the purpose of discussing attorney-client privileged information 

[Section 8 (h) of the Open Meetings Act].   

 

Superintendent Wells inquired if her attendance would be requested at this closed session and 

President Hollenbeck responded, it would not. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 7:46 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 10:53 p.m. 

 

Upon returning to open session, President Hollenbeck issued the following statement:  The Board 

is committed to working with Superintendent Wells to resolve our differences. We want to 

reinforce for the community our total support for the outstanding teachers and staff of the 

District. We intend to move the focus of this District in a positive direction just as soon as 

possible. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:54 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 


